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APPLE DAY   2007
As Peter Adams said, while standing precariously on the beautifully dressed well, we are, in the Wolvercote tree group, very proud of our Community Orchard and particularly proud of Apple Day which has grown enormously since its beginnings 14 years ago. Indeed the national Apple day itself which was started by Common Ground in 1990 is only 18 years old.   Every year our event seems to bring even bigger crowds of people, from local villagers who share our pride, to visitors from much further afield who happen to be passing and wander in to find out what the buzz is all about. The estimation for this year was somewhere around 300 people!  Furthermore, our efforts were recognised this year, when earlier in the week we received the Oxford Preservation Trust Environmental Award for the orchard – so, icing on the cake really!
We could not walk away at the end of the day with such feelings of pride, however, without the generous contributions and help of many friends who made preserves or baked cakes, and those who came on the day to help on the stalls. Everything contributed was eagerly consumed and we still could’ve sold more.  People sipped their way through around 50 litres of apple juice and I was still juicing at 5.00 pm!  Probably a similar amount in kilos of apples were taken away and everyone seemed to enjoy the various games and challenges around the orchard, from the Conker Conquest, Hammer the Nail and Pegs on the Line, to Maggot in the Apple and the Longest Peel. With all that and the wonderful backing from Robin and John’s guitars how could anyone not walk away feeling chilled out and stress free? 

So how did we do? Well after all the moneys were gathered we have made a tidy sum of £780 . A fantastic amount and a fitting return for everyone’s hard work! You are probably wondering what we are planning to do with all this treasure – we have decided to donate £100 to the Baptist Church who kindly lend us their trestle tables every year and we are also giving a similar amount to a charity called Tree Aid which provides trees to communities in Africa, giving food, shelter and a valuable resource to local villages.  Of course, trees for our own village will not be forgotten but for the orchard, some money needs to be spent on the entrance, giving it some clarity and enlightenment to the passer by - so watch that space! 
Hopefully you all enjoyed Wolvercote Apple Day as well and will return with similar vigour next year.  In the meantime and while it’s fresh in your mind if you have noticed that there are areas where we can make life easier and improve what we do we would certainly like to hear your suggestions, so write them down before you forget them. 

You may have noticed someone with a camera lurking around in the shadows – needless to say a few photos were taken - a selection of these are on this site for you to peruse and enjoy.
In January 2008 we will be hosting another Wassailing Night in the orchard, providing some fun and frivolity in the dark within a galaxy of flickering lanterns – rumour has it that we will be joined by our very own Morris side as well as our usual guests, Tim Healey and Ian Giles from the Oxford Waits.  If this rather pagan homage to the apple tree sounds like your thing do please get in touch with Jo Malden on 556422. 
So till next year, many thanks to you all for sharing our celebration of the humble apple.
The Wolvercote Tree Group 
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